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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read -prayers.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE.
lIon. M. L, Moss tonk and subscribed

the Oath of Allegiance to His Majesty
King George V.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: 1, (a)

Roads Act, 1909,2Kellerberrin roads
board by-laws. (b) Meekatharra roads
board by-laws. 2, Municipality of Bus-
selton by-laws.

QUESTION - RAILWAY DEhPART-
VENT, STOCK WAGONS.

Hon. E_ M1cEARTY asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, Row many stock wagons
have been added to the Rail-way Depart-
mient during the pest twelve months! 2,
Il01w many such wagons are in course Of
construction?1 3, When do -the Railway
Department expect to be in a position to
mieet thle demand? 4, Is the department
a-ware of the loss and inconvenience
caused -to stock-owners and agents in
consequence of the inability of the de-
partment to meet the demands!

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plicd: 1, None. 2, 25 four-whbeel cattle
wargons. 3, When reasonable notice is
gi ven'the department has found no dulfl-

eulty in meeting the demand. 4, Answered
by No. 3.

QUESTION-RA-ILWAY CONSTRUC-
TION, PORT HEDLAND TO
MARBLE BAR.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM asked
thle Colonial Secretary: AVhen the Gov-
ernmient expect die railway from Port
Hedland to Marble Bar to be finished,
and whether it is intended to have an offi-
cial opening for the first railway in the
Northern portion of the State?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: The date for completion of the
contr-act was 20th May, 1911, but owing
to additional work which has been re-
quired it is anticipated that the whole -of
the works may not be completed until
October nlext. It is therefore impossible
to deal with the question of an official
opening at present.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Hon. J. F. CULLEN,

leave of absence for the remainder of the
session grantcd to the Hon. C. A. Piesse
on the grotind of important private busi-
ness.

BILL -SOUTHERN CROSS-BULL-
FINCH RAILWAY.

Read a third time, and passed.

BILL - PERTH IJNICfl'AL GAS
AND ELECTRIC LIGHTING.

Recommittal.
On motion by the Colonial Secretary,

Bill recommitted for the purpose of con-
sidering Clauses 3 and 9.

Clause 3-Powers of Council on pur-
chase of undertaking:

Hon. J. W. LANGSPORD moved an
amendment-

That in line 6 after the word "shall"'
the words "subject as hereinafter pro-
vided" be added.

If that amendment were agreed to by the
Committee he intended to ask them to
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furtlher agree to a proviso "that the court-
*cil shall not carry or extend such works
within the district and municipality of
Subinco, the municipality of Claremont,
or the municipality of Victoria Park ex-
cept for the supply of gas for opurposes
-other than lighting, without the consent
of the said municipality." The Act
under which the Gas Company wexe work-
ing at the present time -provided that
within a radius of five miles of the Perth
town hall 'they could extend their works,
construct their lines, and sell their corn-
modrity without the permission of -the
local governing bodies. 'When 'the Act
was passed conferring those privileges
an -the company none of the existing
municipalities were in existence. At the
request of several municipalities he was
moving to insert the proviso. He did
niot think theire would be any objection
on the part of those municipalities when
the greater Perth scheme was accom-
plished to work in harmony 'with the
Perth city council, but the local bodies
certainly should have the right of saying
whether the City council should take their
works into the other municipalities, many
of which had their own electric lighting
plants, which they had erected at a great
-expenditure of loan moneys.

Hon. S. STUBBS: Municipalities that
had gone to the expense of putting up
their own electic liting plants should
npt have to compete with the Perth Gas
Company if there -was any desire to ex-
tend that scheme outside its present boun-
daries. The Act giving the Perth Gas
Company power to go outside the Perth
municipality was a good idea at the
time because there was no other mnunici-
pality in existence within their radius.
Sin~ce then The districts had grown and
new suburbs had come into existence
many of which had installe electric
lighting plants at considerable expense.
These plants had to be maintained and
provide interest and sinking fund, and it
took some of them all their time to do
that. As a matter of fact, one of the
municipalities was running its plant at a
slight loss owing to the insufficiency of
population. The amendment was a good
,one and should be supported.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: T-he amend-
ment should not he agreed to 'because it
was a most unfair one. The councils had
established lighting plants well knowing
that the Perth Gas Company could com-
pete against them. The Gas Com-
pany had these rights to lay mainLs and
supply light, and the City council were
buying those rights. Where was- the dif-
ference between applying such a course as
that proposed to the Gas Company and
to the City council? The City council
would have to pay the Gas Company for
those privileges, and the hon. member
desired now to say that those privileges
should not he gran ted to them. The rights
which the Gas Company held should not
be taken away froma the council.

Hon. C. SOINLMERS: The Perth city
council were negotiating with the Gas
Company for the privileges which the
latter were holding, and the Committee
should not put the City council in a worse
position than the Gas Company were in.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
reasons which had been given were suffi-
cient to warr-ant the Committee rejecting
the amendment. It might be added that
a similar amendmnent was moved in an-
other place, but was rejected; therefore,
it was extremely unlikely that it would
be accepted when the Bill was returned.

Hon. S. W. LANGSF'ORD: All the
arguments in favour of the amendment
had not been put before the Chamber.
He -had in his possession letters from the
municipal councils of Victoria Park and
Subiaco desiring that Parliament should
move in the direction suggested. Evi-
dently these people saw danger ahead.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: That is no argu-
ment in favour of it.

Amendment put and.negatived.
Clause 9-Votes of ratepayers, how

taken:
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It

Was pointed out when the Pill was pre-
viously before the Committee 'that there
would be -no check in connection with the
rolls, and that possibly many names
might be omitted. In order to get over
the difficulty he moved an amendment-

That in linc 2 the word "whicht" be
struck out and "certified as correct by
tlee mayor" 'be inserted.
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Hon. It. L. MOSS: The clause was de-
ficient; there still might be a roll pre-
pared, and it might be certified to by the
mayor, and it might not contain the
names of all the people on the current
veal's rate-book. There should be more
miacinery to enable tile names, which had
been omitted, to be inserted, and these
means should be cheap and easy. If such
machinery were not prodided the only al-
ternative would be that people would be
compelled to get a writ of Mandamus,
which would be beyond the means of most
of them.

Hon. J. F. CULLENX: There was an-
other way of looking at the clause. Why
was a special roll necessary; why not
provide that the roll then existing in thle
municipality should he used?

The Colonial Secretary: Because there
was a provision with regard to the taking
of the poll, which was not contained in
the Municipal Institutions Act.

Hon. J. F. CULLYN: That did not
matter; this did not provide for a differ-
ent roll.

The Colonial Secretary: Yes, it does.
Hon. A. G. Jenkins: It provides for

owners and occupiers.
Amndment put and passed.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved

a further amendment-
Thai in line 7 the wrords "according to

the direction in such schedule" be struck
out and "by signing his name thereon"'
be inserted.

The amendment was only a verbal one.
The words which it was proposed to
strike otit were wrongply inserted in an-
other place.

H~on. 11. L. MOSS: What was the Min-
ister gohing to do with regard to the objec-
tion tl the clause about enabling rate-
payers to be enrolled by a simple and
cheap method?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Un-
der Ihe 'Municipal Institutions Act only
owners could vote in favour or against
a loan.

Hon. IfL L. 'Moss: That is not my point.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If a

roll wnF not correct it could he amended;
the rate-book would have to be taken as
if (cii oct.

Hon. 21. L. MOSS: In the Municipal
Institultions Act there was a group of
sections, from 55 onwards, providing- sim-
ple machinery to enable electoral lists to
be revised. The council would have to
hold a court, and in this way enable
people, whase names had been improperly
omitted, to make objections, and to get
their namesi inserted on the roll.

- The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
might postpone his observations until the
clause, as amended, had been put.

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. 21. L. 'MOSS: All the machinery

was provided in the 'Municipal Institu-
tions Act. In fact it was in the Roads
Act, and other Acts as well. Hundreds
of names mighlt be left off the roll, and
even then the roll might he certified to
by the mayor, and the result would he
that people who wanted -to vote would be
compelled to apply to the Supreme Court
for an injunction, and that would be a
very expensive proceeding. The existing
mak-hinery in the Municipal Institutioms
Act should be made to apply to the clause.

The Colonial Secretary: The Hill would
only apply to one municipality.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: To several muni-
cipalities.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: In-
directly it would. But it was only in-
tended to provide that the City council
should have power to supply light and
power wvithin a radius of five miles of the
town hail. In this way, of course, it
would touch certain municipalities, but
there would not be a charge on any of
the others. The amendment suggested by
Mr. Moss was hardly necessary. The re-
vision court would apply to an instance
such as that he mentioned. He (the Colo-
nial Secretary) had discussed the matter
with the town clerk and that officer did
not appear to think that such an amend-
ment was necessary. If the Committee,
however, thought that it was necessary,
there would he no objection to postponiug
the consideration of the matter with a
view of allowing any hon. member sub-
mitting an amendment such as that sug-
gested by 'Mr. Moss.

Hon. 31. L. MOSS: While not desirin-
to east aspersions on the mayor and town
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clerk, suppose a large number of persons
who had pronounced views were omitted
from the list, the opinion of a majority
of the people of the city of Perth could
hardly then be procured. Some machinery
should therefore he provided to enable
complete lists to be made.

Progress reported.

BILL-FISHERIES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-ABORITGINES ACT A-MEND-
MENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL- SOUTHERN CROSS -BULIr
FINCH RAILWAY APPROPRIA-
TION.

Second Reading.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J. ID. Connolly) in moving the second
reading said: This is a short Hill for the
appropriation of £40,000 from the Loan
Suspense Account to be used for the
building of the Southern Cross-Bullfinch
raiway. It is rather unusual to bring
dowvn an Appropriation Bill for a single
work, but the reason is that the loan for
this work has not yet been passed and it
is necessary to get on with the work at
once and, in order to make everything in
order, this Appropriation Bill is brought
down appropriating from the Loan Sus-
pense Account a sum of £40,000, so that
the work may be proceeded with at once
and the payments legally made. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

dehate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL-FREMANTLFE FREEMASONS'
LODGE No. 2. DISPOSITION.

Second Reading.
Hon. R. LAURIE (West) in moving

the second reading said: My duty in
moving the second reading of this mea-
sure is very simple indeed. A perusal of

the preamble as set forth will very
clearly show what has happened, and the
report of evidence taken before the select
comm ittee of another place, which has
been placed before each member explains
the position clearly. In the year 1875,
Fremantle town lot 870 was granted to
certain trustees for the Fremantle Lodge
No. 1033. In the year 1900 the number
of the lodges was changed; it was trans-
ferred under an Act of Parliament to
Lodge No. 2, and the block of land that
was ranted to Lodge 1033, when the
transfer was made from 1033 to No. 2
with all matters in connection with Lodge
1033, was transferred to Lodge No. 2,
but, unfortunately, there is no record at
present that this block of land was trans-
ferred at that time. It is a very simple
matter, and we have the evidence here
of Mr. Humble, the only living member
of the trustees, which makes it clear that
all the other business in connection with
this transfer has been cardied out and
there is no question about that. All that
is asked now is that this small measure,
which will allow to be legally done what
cannot otherwise he done, shall he passed.
This question has arisen owing to the
financial position in which the ledge now
finds itself, and it is found necessary to
raise money on the land and property of
the lodge. When inquiries were being
made it was found that the property was
still vested in Lodge No. 1033. It is only
a question of having matters put right
which can easily be done by allowing the
measure to go through the House. The
trustees will be in the same position as
now. It has been said that this could be
done in a more simple manner, but if the
Hill carries out what is desired there can
be no objection. It is a simple matter
which can be seen by the evidence which
has been supplied to members, and a peru-
sal of which will satisfy members that
what is being done is properly being done.
I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Ron. D. G. GAWLER (Mletropolitan-
Suburban) :This is a private Bill, and
therefore one is anxious to see it go
through, and it is hardly necessary t3
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criticise a measure such as this too
closely, but I would like to point out
solely in the interests of the promoters
,of the Bill some of the results of the pass-
ig of the measure in its present form.
Clause 2 provides that the trustees under
the trust shall hold the land for the gene-
ral purposes of Lodge No. 2, and not for
their private benefit, and subject to the
direction of the members from time to
time by resolution of a majority present
at a meeting convened in accordance with
the by-laws of Lodge No. 2. Then Clause
3 provides that on the presentation of
the transfer the registrar shall cause
three new trustees to be registered as trus-
tees of the property. I would like to
suggest that tinder that provision it
seems to me, when the Registrar of Titles
is called upon to register the title it will
be necessary to go back to the Act and
see if the formalitites in connection with
the powers given to the trustees were ear-
ied out. Under the Transfer of Land
Act trustees were not recognised, and this
seems to be an innovation of that prin-
ciple. Then, uinder Clause 4, it will be
seen complete power without regard to
the members at all seems to he given to
the trustees, that is to say, they can mort-
gage and transfer and deal with the pro-
p~erty in any way they think fit. That
seems to be contradictory. In any case
T would like to point out that it throws
the onus on the Registrar of Titles to see
that the trusts are carried out, and if so
the registrar will have to inquire whether
the leave has been properly assented to
by a majority of the members. It puts
a, large responsibility on the Registrar
of Titles. I do not think it satisfactory
to the promoters of the Bill. I notice
that under the old Act, Section 2 pro-
vides that-

The powers in this Act conferred
shall be exercisable only upon the con-
sent and by the direction of the master
and wardens for the time being of the
said lodge of freemasons testified in
writing under their hands.

That would have made matters miuch
more simple for the Registrar of Titles.
All he would have been required to see
was thiat the documnent was in 'writing

such as I have mentioned, then he would
have been in order in registering the
transfer. I mentioned these matters to
the promoter of the Bill in another place
and he told me that the Registrar of
Titles and the trustees are satisfied. If
the Registrar of Titles is satisfied to re-
gister any deed brought to him by the
trustees without inquiry into the matter,
the interests of the lodge are not alto-
gether safeguarded. I am not throwing
out any suggestion that the trustees or
future trustees would deal as they should
not with the land, but according to the
p~romioter of the Bill in another place,
the registrar will register the deed. The
Bill might have been drafted more in the
interests of the lodge and of the Regis-
trar of Titles. There is one other matter
I would like to refer to. Clause 3 pro-
vides that the Registrar of Titles shall
register the new transfer free from all
encumbrances or trusts whatsoever now
registered in the books of the Registrar of
Titles. The select committee's report does
not show that the Registrar of Titles was
examined as to what incumbranees there
were, and we may he asked to pass a mea-
sure vesting land iu new trustees without
any inquiry having been made as to
whether there were any encumbrances or
not. I am not suggesting there are any,
but I think evidence should have been
taken to satisfy us on that heading.

Hon. Mf. L_ Moss: Is there no evidence
that there are no encumbrances?

Hon. D). G. GTAWLER: No.
Hon. Al. L. 'Moss: That is very serious

indeed.
Hon. D. Gl. GAWLER: My friend also

considers it is serious to hand over by
Act of Parliament land from one person
to another free from nil encumbrances. I
do not suggest there are any, hut there
may be. I hope Captain Laurie -will only
take it that I offer these suggestions in
the interests of the promoters of the Bill,
and not with any desire to obstruct the
measure.

Ron. 1. L_ 'MOSS (West) : The prin-
ciple contained in Clause 3 of the Bill
would have the effecit of conferring upon
these trustees a 'parliamenitary title to the
land free from encumbrances, but Mr.

1804



[29 NOVEMBER, 1910.] 10

Gawler says no evidence was taken before
the select committee to show that the land
is free from encumbrances. If there are
encumbrances against the property it is
a serious thing for Parliament to abso-
lutely wipe out any person's security.

Honi. R. Laurie: There is evidence
that they wish to borrow, that they could
not borrow without getting a title.

Hon. IA. IL. MOSS: I see there is evi-
deuce to this effect-

We wish to borrow money. We have
gone to -the extent of renovating the
hall and spent £750. Now we want to
borrow and they tell us that we cannot
borrow unless we bring about this
chiange.

That does not meet the point; for this
reason, there still may be a mortgage on
the property-I am not saying there is-
and yet they may wish to borrow £750
more. This is a substantial point; be-
cause once it is in an Act of Parliament
it becomes law, these people become the
owners of the property free from eneum-
burances. We ought to have a certificate
from the Titles Office -that there is no
registered encumbrance, or there should
be some evidence before bte select com-
mittee -that the land is free, before Par-
liament says "We will wipe out any
previously existing security registered
against the Property."

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM
(North) : It seems to me his diffi-
culty can be overcome by advertising.
Surely if people had advanced money
against the property they would have
known abort this and would have said so.

Hun. J. F. CULLEN (South-East): It
would be unheard of for Parliament to
pass a clause ordering- the Registrar of
Titles to make a transfer in his book and
make it free from encumbrance. Parlia-
went has nothing to do with it.

Hon. M1. L. Moss: The best way is to
cut out those words in Committee.

Hon. J. F. CLULLEN: Exactly. The
promoter of the Bill might consent to
the last three lines, and portion of the
preceding line, in Clause 3. being struck
out. If there are no encumbrances there
is no need for these words. If the mem-
ber in chars-e of t'e Bill is willirc, to

have these words struck out it would be
well; but if not, the House would be
certainly departing from all principle in
passing a clause giving instructions to
Government officers to do what we have
no right to give ihem instructions to do.

On motion by Hon. J. W. Hacett de-
bate adjourned.

BILL-LICENS [NG.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 23rd Novem-
ber.

Hon. D. G. QAWLER (Metropolitan-
Suburban): In regard to the Bill before
us I ama sure that it is one that will re-
ceive from members that calm and dis-
passionate consideration a question such
as this urgently demands. In this Chem-
ber we have the representatives of the
various interests concerned-the two in-
terests, I way say, conerned in the Bill-
end I am certain that tihose members who
may be interested in either direction will
bring 'perfectly reasonable and open
minds to bear upon the question. We
have alreaidy had an expression of opinion
from my colleague and friend, Mr. Langs-
ford, in representing one of the interests;
and if my colleague will allow me, I
would like -to congratulate him on the
very reasonable and broad-minded way
in wvhich he approached the subject. It
is a question that !has considerably dis-
turbed the two interests I have men-
tioned, the trade interest and also the
interests of the teetotallers; but between
these two interests there is a third in-
terest which seems to me to have been
absolutely forgotten, and that is the in-
terest of the general public. To use a
vulgar expression, I ask where tihe inter-
ests of the general public come in ? To
me they do not seem to have had a look
in in this question at all, though it is a
question that is essentially one to be de-
cided by the moderate portion of the
comunity and not by the extremists on
either side. Up to the present the ex-
tremists on either side seem to have had
all the say, and moderates' opinions do
not seem to have been considered, Of
course I hold the idea that liquor is not
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in itself an evil, but that it is the abuse of
liquor .that is the evil. I hold that liquor
taken in inodeiation is perfeetly allow-
able and justifiable. I am of opinion
that it is healthy; others of course are of
the opiniou that it is not healthy. I
maintain that it is the abuse of the evil
that we have to consider, but up to the
present I reg-ret to say that those repre-
seating one of the intearests. I have just
mentioned, namely, the teetotal interests
have not shown that regard far the opin-
ions of others on this question they should
have shown. They have shown a narrow-
m1indedness and a tendency to refuse in-
stalments of reform. They ;require the
whole of their principles, and nothing
hut thbeir principles, and they have set
forth bigoted views on the question, and
they have told us practically that every
drinker is a sinner, and that a publican
isi a ghoul fattening oil an evil trade;
also that Western Australia is one of the
wost druniken States in the Comnmon-
w.ealth. Now, as iegords the 1a4: con-
tention, I submiit it is entirely not in ac-
cardlance with facts. As a matter of
fact I believe statistics will show that,
while the consumption of liquor ini this
State is higher than it is in any otter
S4tate in the Conmonwealth, the male pro-
portion of the State is also the biggest
of any State of the Commonwealth, and
that in spite of these -two facts the State
stands third i the list in regard to con-
victions for drunkenness. I submit this
is a very good record considering- the
two facts I have just mentioned. With
my friends the teetotalers, I 'have an utter
loathing for the evils that over-indulgee
in liquors brings about. I think that a
man, physically -and intellectually able,
who is sodden with drink and given over
to the clutches of drink, is one of the
icaddest sights we see. The only sadder
sight is to see a drumken woman. But I
do not go so far as to say 4that every man
who drinks a glass of beer or liquor is a
sinner. In this Bill, or in any other
measure of this sort, we have three classes
of persons to protet-the man who by
his surroundings is driven to drink, the~
man who drinks by reason of the fact
ihat he is a slave to it. that is to say has
a liking for it, and the man who drinks

because he has a Love of company, socia-
bility. It seems -to me these are the three
classes of persons we have to protect by
such a measure as this. As regards the
man who is a slave to drink, who cannot
keep~ away from it, my idea is that the
proper way to deal with him is to put him
in an inebriates' retreat. It is suggested
there is a place to-day, and that he can
go to the asylum for the insane.

Ron. WV. Kingsmill: No, hut provision
is made in the Lunacy Act.

lon. fl. G1. GAWLER: Is there a
separaie institution ?

The Colonial Secretary: No, but as Mr.
lmingsniill says, provision is made in the
Lunacy Act.

Hon. D. G. 0-AWLER: It seems to me
it is a provision that has been very little
availed of. I do not think it is the same
provision that obtains in other States. I
believe that in South Australia there is a
retreat for inebriates, where these people
are looked after in view of their special
con dition; and I think the only remedy
for a failure of this sort is a retreat of
that class. As regards the other two, the
man who is driven to drink, and the man
who drinks out of good fellowship, one
of the remedies for that is to ]essen the
facilities for these men to get dfink. Of
course I also go a little further than that
and say that drink is not necessarily the
direct cause of these evils. Very often
the cause is to be found in the home and
the home surroundings, bat that of course
is altogether apart from a measure such
as this;- other means must be taken to
deal with that aspect of the question.
Where they are driven to drink then I
say put out of their way, to a large ex-
tent, facilities for obtaining drink; and
we can do that by enforcing the existing
law. The main principle of the existing
law is that no hotel shall be where it is
not required for the accommodation of
the public, but we find there is an out-
rageous supply of hotels in some parts-
Perth and Premantle especially. it is
idle to say that the number of hotels that
have sprung up in. some of these places
canl possibly be for the accommodation of
the public. It is an evil that has been
allowed Is' ',rcw lip, and it is difficult now
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to deal wvith them, except under the pro-
visions proposed in this Bill, that is,
tinder the local option provisions. 'When
these local option provisions are brought
in I very much hope to see the number
of hotels now existing considerably de-
creased. There are also provisions in the
presient Act for dealing with the supply
of liquor to drunken men and for allow-
ing drunken persons to remain on hotel
premises. I do not see why these pro-
visions should not be enforced to a much
grater extent t-han they are. If I re-
member rightly, there was anl excess or
inroad of enthusiasm onl the part of the
police in laying complaints and endear-
onriug to secure convictions against pub-
licans for supplying liquor to drunken
men, but very little came of it. There is
a provision to our- -hands, which I say
shouild be availed of. Then there is
another thing in regard to the amending
of this evil. I read in the cable news the
other day, that in Russia, I think, there
was a strong movement in favour of in-
eluding in the school curriculum the in-
structing of the school children in the
effects of the over-indulgence of
alcohol. I think such a system
could be adopted here with a great
deal of success. You cannot begin
too early to instruct children in the evils
of over-indulgence in alcohol. Thonse
being my general views onl the measure,
I would like to say a few words in regard
to some of its main principles. First,
there is the question of an elective bench.
As the Bill has come from another place
the licensing court is made elective;
the original proposition was that it should
be nominative. I think it is a great mis-
take to make it elective. You might as
well elect your judges. We have before
us anl illustration of an elective bench in
the present aihitration court- Without
any disrespect tn that court, I say it
means that there is a jiudge sitting on the
bench, and that the two advocates, instead
of being before hint in the court below,
are beside him on the bench. They are
elected by their respective bodies and,
naturally, they are partisans. That is not
a benchl. I submit that under the Bill
quesztions coming before the tribunal

should not he dealt with by way of prin-
ciple. We do Lnot want men of bias on
the bench; what the benchi requires to do
is to perform the duties of an ordinary
court, namnely to deal with the evidence
before it, in this case, as to whether
licenses shiould be renewed, increased or
in some other way dealt with. It should
be a judicial bench. Therefore, I say it
is really allowing the principles to be
fought ouit on the bench instead of judi-
cial consideration being given to the ques-
tions, The present scheme of an elective
bench might result inl the returning of
two publicns or two rabid teetotallers to
the bench. What would be the result?
A bench. Like that is not going to decide
questions as they ought to.

Hon. W, Patrick: You could aot have
publicans onl the bench , accordiag to the
Bill.

Hou. D. G. G.&WLER: In any ease,
we might have on the bench with the
resident mangistr-ate representatives of one
particular interest or the other. That may.
be one of the results of the adoption of
this principle of an elective bench. We
find that excluded from the bench arc
those directly interested in the trade. I
say then it is only reasonable that men oF
the opposite extreme should also be ox-
eluded. I cannot see at the preseut
Moment hlow it is going to be done, but
it seems to me that what is fair to one
side is fair- also to the other. Leaving
that and dealing for a moment with the
question of local option, I do not think
its prospecis are very bright after the
treatment of the question by another
place. The process the Bill went through
inl another place was an instance on a
small scale, of the working of local op-
tion. 'What was the resunlt? It meant
inl many cases an unholy alliance; hence-
the Bill before us, which, I submit, is not
in the interests of the general public.
Although I am pledged to local option, I
am doubtful as to whether it is all that
has been said of it.

Hon. -M. L. Moss: You pledged your-
self too quickly.

H1on. DI. G. GAWT2EB: -When this local
option comes to be exercised, it seems to-
me the supporters of both interests wil[
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whip up their followers to the pall, and
between them the moderate man will be
left out; yet the moderate man is the very
one who should have a large say in the
question. Of course the moderate man
may go to the poll if be wishes, but the
chances, are lie will not; because nobody
will lake ally notice of him, while every
effort wvill be made to lbrinlg tip the sup-
1portersz of either bide, Then there is the
qunestion of gallon licenses. I regret to
see this provision lhas been deleted from
t he B~ill, on the score, I believe,, that there
are two-galunt' licenses%. and that therefore,
it will be unnees.sary to hlave gallon licen-
ses. Another objection raised to it was
that the gvallon license has often been
abused. However. I think these instances
-uf abuse of the -_allon license are isolated.
It is only abused by the --roeers, and I do
net think b3 the respeetabla grocerp.
lHowever. the evils which have resulted
from it NI'vC not, to mny mind, been shown
to be strong enough to warrant the exclu-
sion of gallon licenises. The two-gallon
licenses have been left, but it must be re-
membered that there is many a Wan who,
though he desires to get a gallon of li-
quor, cannot afford to purchase under the
two-gallon license.

Hon. J. F. C'ullen: Why should he not
go to the hotel?

Hon. D. Or. CrAWLER: These gallon
licenses have been given to -the public in

.order that they may get their liquior with-
out going to thle hotels. The small man
who wants a gallon will not he able to
purchase his two gallons. I do not think
enough has been shGNwn us to justify the

* exclusion of the gallton license. I would
suggest to the Colonial Secretary that
the present holders of gallon licenses, who
obtain renewals on~ the 15th of next
month, ought to be protected far next
year. Under the Bill they are not so
protected. I have mentioned this matter
to the Attorney General, and he agrees
that some provision should be put in the
Bill, and I understood him to say it would
be done. Another matter is the period
to elapse before local option can be ex-
ercised in regard to reduction or prohibi-
tion. The provision in the Bill practically
makes the term from the -present linac

12 years and 8 months. I think that is
too long.

The Colonial Secretary: How do you
make it 12 years and 8 months?

Hon. D. G. CrAWLER: It shall not be
exercised before 1920; but there is no paill
till two years after that time.

The Colonial Secretary: That is only
12 years.

Hlon, 1). G. (IAWLER: Twelve years
anid three months.

The Colonial Secretary: This will not
he an Act for two or three intlis, vet.

lion. 1D. G, CrAWTER : Its ope~ration1
commences, from the first of next year.

The Colonial Secretary: I am going to
move an amendment to that.
Hon. D. Gr. 0-AWLER: At any rate,

the term is over 12 years, and I think it
is too long consideing the notice that has
already been given, that has, in fact, ex-
tended for the last two or three years, that
some such provision wvould be broughbt
abaut. I cdo not think any of the present
hotel leases can be longer than fromn five
to seven years, which is all the time re-
quired for them to run out. There is4
another provision that has been altered
in the Bill, namely, that in regard to sun-
day trading. Personally, I am sorry to
see that under the provisions of the Bill
hotels are to be closed altogether against
bona. fide travellers on Sundays. That
is an absolute mistake. I believe the pro-
visions of the existing Act in regard to
bona fide travellers are an absolute farce.
I think they have only given rise to eva-
sion aiid, to a large extent, perjury. I
believe there is no such person as a genii-
mne bona fide traveller, that is to say, in
such districts as Perth and the large
centres, where outsiders do not come on
Sundays. I can quite :inderstand that
such liersons may be found in places
like the hills and seaside resorts, in places
like Fremantle, persons whose interests
should be catered for. 1 should like to
see a modification of the provision in re-
gard to bona Oide travellers, which would
enable them to be served in tistricts.
where there are to be found genuine bona
Oide travellers. I think that to sit up
all the hotels, without, discrimination,
against bona fide travellers is a great
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mistake. It has been suggested and dis-
cussed elsewhere that the hotels, should
be opened duig certain hours onl Stin-
days. That may work with success, anid,
I believe, it has so worked in some oe the
other States, in Victoria and Southi Ati--
Irailia, while we know that hotels are
(opened on Sundays iii London, and in
Ireland they are opened in many places,
in towns with over 5,000 inhabitants, dur-
ing certain hours of the day.

Hon. 3M. L. Moss: Do von advocate it9l
Hon. fl. G?. GAWLERf: I would prefer

to hear further discussion before going
that far, but I will advocate ccrtain pro-
visions dealing with bona fie travellers
during certain hours. T do not intend to
say anything more, but I hope the Bill,
when it emerges from the House. wvill be
in different form from that in which it
has come here.

Hon. Sir R. H. WITTENOOM
(North) :Before making any remarks in
connection with the principles contained
in the Bill. I would like to say I consider
it is one of the most important, if not
the most important, measure that can pos-
sibir be submitted to the House. I list-
ened with great attention and interest to
the introductory speech made by the Col-
onial Secretary the other day, but I gath-
ered he was not filled with enthusiasm,
and I am inclined to think if hie had had
his way he would have introduced a better
Bill. Onl several points I join issue with
my colleague who has just sat down. I
think the evils of drink bare been well
known throughout this country for a very
tong time, and although he said none of
those evils could be attributed to drink it
is, I think, only too generally accepted
that they are attributable to drink.

Hon. A. G. Gowler: I said there was
one class whom it does directly affect.

Hon. Sir E2. H. WITTFENOOM:
When we look beck on the history of legis-
lation dealing with this subject, when we
remember all the measures brought in in
an endeavour to cope with it. when we
read of the various suggestions that have
fallen from people of experience to deal
with it in some satisfactory way, and find
it in the state it is at the present time
it almost makes one despair of any at-

tempt to introduce any measure that
will make for the amelioration of
this great question. When I first
perused this Bill I fully expected
to see some effort to grapple with
lie question as an evil, but in

reading it through I find that nothing of
the kind( is attempted. So far as I can
see it is simply' a Bill for regulating the
supply of liquor and for amending the
original Act and the various amendments
which have been made to it from time to
time. This Bill is apparently the outcome
of the Government, or rathler, the out-
conme of the Government and the Assem-
bly, because r noticed the other day that
the Colonial Secretary particularly dis-
avowed the connection of the Government
with it exclusively, and I can quite under-
stand his disinclination to parent the
measure. I sympathise with him in al-
most repudiating it as a Government
measure, because it does not introduce one
original idea or help forward the mat-
ter of improving the conditions of the
drink traffic. I gather this from looking
at the Bill, and on one of the paces I find
that there are no less than thirteeii differe-
ent ways in which people are provided
with facilities for buying liquor, so that
instead of reducing the opportunities we
find that they are being made as large
and( wide as ever. As I said before, the
Bill appears to he a consolidating measure
and also a Bill for regulating the traffic,
and I think that in these circumstances,
if that is all that is claimned for it, it is
a good Bill. But there is no provision for
putting drink beyond the reach of those
who ought not to get it and those who are
already under its influence. In consider-
ing this Bill tlhe question that one should
ask is as to whether the traffic is a good
one for- the country? Is this drink traffic
in the interests of the public generally?
I do not propose to Offer any sug-
gestions to answer the question one
way or thle other, bunt if bln mem-
bers will bring to their minds the
cases which have come tinder their notice.
the wrecks and failures they have seen as

a result of drink, they will be able to
answer that question in the negative.
And. so far as I canl see there are no pro-
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visions in the Bill which will prevent a
sing-le person from following in -the foot-
steps of those others. It seems to me that
if the drink evil is to be cared the only
possible cure is total prohibition.

Hon. 3L. L. 'Moss: Do you advocate
that?

Hon. Sir E. HT. WITTEsNOOM:
I amt quite lprepared to back it upj if any-
'nie will bring in such a proposal. but I
cannot see that ,Anywhere in this Bill total
prohibition is provided for.

The Colonial Secretary: Yes, after 10
vcnr.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM:
I am sufficiently a man o~f the world, and
wtith a certain amount of common sense,
to know that the question of prohibition
is impossible; and, although T say that it
is the only effectual cure for the evil, I
feel certain that with the views of Parla
mient to-day, and the views of the general
public, it would be impossible to carry
prohibition. But one cannot hell) being
struck with the inconsistency and the ill-
ogical action of Parliament when we re-
member that in the case of the hated
coloured man or China-man no effort is
spared to prevent himi getting his opium
and having his gambling. These aliens,
who are 'not wanted in the country, are
protected in every way from the effects of!
opium, and frequent raids arc made to
save them from the vice of gambling, but
strangely no provision is made to save
our own kindred from following in a
course of life that leads to the same end.
One would think that the Government and
Parliament would place every opportunity
in the way of these coloured men getting
all the opium they require and conse-
quently easily ridding the country of their.
presence.

Ron. 3. W. Kirwan: Do you think the
opium habit is; confined to coloured people?1

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTE'NOON: So far
as I can understand it was introduced by
coloured people, and its use is taught to
the while people by them; and if they
were destroyed there would be no more
danger to the European races from that
source- In the absence of prohibition it
is difficult to find any remedy for dealing
with the evils; of the drink traffic. I have

heard lots of suggestions made by other
people. I met a man the other day, a
gentleman well knowa in Perth and of
sound reasoning powers, and his supges-
tion was that any wan should be allowvcd
to get drink whenever lie liked, but the
man who took too much was to he liu-
ished. The man who made that remark
showed very, little knowledge of hum11an
nature. Wec all at cis know that hundreds
of' people through taking too much drink
have lost everything worth hiaving.' We
mighit say that they' have lost Money,
m~ighlt. dominion, power, family. and
home, in fact everything, and yet, know-
ing that their loss was clue to the drink
they continue to take it. If we want any
other cases we have only to go to the
magistrates and judges. Quite recently I
saw recorded two or three eases of indi-
viduals who had been convicted something
over a hundred times. What is the use
of punishment in cases of that nature?
Wheu the craving has got to that stage it
is no long-er a crime, hut a disease, and
I was very pleased to hear in 71r. Langs-
ford's very able and moderate speech the

othr eenig asugestion for the estab-
lishment of an asylum for inebriates, be-
cause that seems to be the only method of
treatment. Another suggestion is that all
"~shouiting" should be prohibited and that
nobody should be allowed to pay for
another man's drink. That may be a
very good suggestion, but I do not think
it would prevent drinking. Still a further
suggestion is that all barmaids shouild be
abolished, and that hotels should be closed
at 9 o'clock. Perhaps if barmaids were
abolished the drinking would be decreased,
because undoubtedly many people drink
because of the presence of barmaids, hut
whether there would be any good result
from shutting the hotels at 9 o'clock I am
not prepared to say. Apparently neither
of these suggestions commended them-
selves to the Legislative Assembly be-
cause both of them were submitted and
refused. The last suggestion and the
most interesting and novel was that the
consumer of liquor should be licensed as
well as the seller and that anybody who
consumed too much should be refused a
license. A law of that kind might pre-
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vent young people from drinking, but
whether it would be effective in diminish-
ing the evils of the drink traffic I leave
to the consideration of lion. members in
their spare moments. The trouble is that
this question runs up against tremendous
vested interests and it becomes to a large
extent a question of money and profits
against the interests of the people. That
makes it very difficult to deal with and
until that position is altered to a con-
siderable extent I do not think there will
lie mutch inmprovemnent; hut coming to ' he
practical side of the subject I realise that
the public must be dealt with in a rational
manner. There is a large proportion of
the public who from their youth have been
broughlt uip to the Lise of liquor, and have
leole tio accustomed to it that it would
he a deprtivation to take it away. Tn
these circumstances I believe that these
people should be cntered for, but I desire
to express the hope that something may
be done to limit the oportunities of the

younger people obann rn.Theirs
is in many respects a similar case to the
aborigines. When the missionaries went
out amongst the aborigines they tried for
a long time to teach Christianity to the
adults, but they found it impossible to
inculcate Christian principles into the
minds of people who had grown up aecus-
touted to other beliefs and other ideas.
So they turned their attention to the
young and were very much more sucess-
fuL. In these circumstances, I think it
would be better if in some way or another
attention could be turned to the means
tof preventing young- people from getting
liquor. Looking at this Bill carefully and
studying it from every point of view, I

amof opinion that the ease could be well
met by having, instead of thirteen licenses
only two kinds of licenses to Supply the
different classes of peopte wvho have beeni
used all their lives to the consumption of
alcoholic liquors. There should be a pub-
lican's general license, uinder which the
licensee could supply from La glass iip-
wards to any amount, and the other
should be a wine and spirit merchants'
license, tinder which the holder could snp-
ply from a gallon upwards. Those two
would serve all classes of the commnnity.

The Colonial Secretary: What about
club licenses 9

Hon. Sir. E. H. WITT ENOOM:NI. That
is just a lice are for the same class of
people.

Eon. J. W. Kirwan: And what about
boarding ho~use licenses?

Hon. Sir R. H. WlrTTENOOM1: They
have not got licenses; titey mnust get their
suipplies from a licensed house. They
cannot hold a license uinder this Act.
Even of these two licenses which I have
mentioned I c on sider tha t very f ew sh ould
be granted. I quite agree with what fell
from my lion, friend jus~t now that there
are too many facilities for drink; almost
in every 50 yards in Perth you can -4et
some opportunity for taking drink, and it
seemis to me that if these opportunities
were placed a greater distance apart there
would be less drinking than there is now.
Of course one is met by, the remark,
"Look at the monopoly you would give
to those who get licenses;!" I say let
them have a monopoly. It would be bet-
ter to give a monopoly to two or three
good hotels than to have thousands Of
people ruining themselves through exces-
sive drinking. And it would be better for
another reason for these people to have
a mionopoly-they would keep first-class
hotels, and first-class liquor, they would
grive better attention and they would be
uinder no temptation to place liquor in the
way of those who &had -al ready taken
too much. If this suggestion does
not meet with the approval of lion.
members they can put the whole busi-
ness tinder Slate control. It is contended
that this Bill provides for local option-
what is the good of local option in 12
years? If the principle is recognised that
local option is good in prvnigthe sale
of drink, why not bring it in at once?
Of course we are met by the reply "What
about compensation?"' If this harm is
ging on, and if it is as injurious as

people say the drink tiafflic is would it
not be better to pay £,50,000, or even
£100,000, compensation and stop it at
oncef

The Colonial Secretary: There will be
local option as far as new licenses are
concerned in April of next year.
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Jloii. Sir E. H. W'ITTENOOM: That
will not reduce the number of licenses. It
will not he possible to reduce any for 22
years, but you can continue or increase.
As far as local option goes in connection
with this Bill, it is absolutely a myth, and
it is' far better to pay compensation and
urII dlone with it. Coming down to the
Bill itself, I think that Clause 8 should
he altered. This clause deals with elective
courts and I can endorse every word
which has been said by 'Mr. Gawler. I
think that having elective courts, or elect-
ingp people to any judicial position, is
nor good. Even apart fram the fact of
this being- a judicial position, whoever will
be appointed will be hound to be delegates
of icetotallers . or those intere~sted in the
liquor trade. Possibly we may hare one
(if each; then of course no one will decide
except the magistrate. It is the same
thing in the Arbitration Court where the
Judge is always the person who settles
a dispute. The representatives on the
Arhitration Court are delegates or advo-
cates of both parties, and neither ever
a.rees, and the consequence is that O'he
third party has to bring in the decision.
That might be the case ii' connection -with
the licensing bench, and probably we shall
have two delegates strongly representing
one sidle or the other, and as these elec-
tions, will take place every three years we
mnay have two delegates representing one
side sitting for three years, and two dele-
gates representing the other side in the
following- three years. I think that was
pointed out very ably in an article I read
the other day and it was clearly shown
fihat the position would he unworkable.
I intend to move an amendment in Com-
inittee that the old method of nominating
thme licensing bench shall take plae- With
regard to Clause 28, dealing with licenses,
ais I have already said, there are too
ninny of ( hem, and a number should lie
cut out. I think if spirit merchants'
licenses and two-gallon licenses were cut
out, and one-gallon license put in, the
wants of tie public would be met.

The Colonial Secretary: You must
have all the others.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOO,3f: We
find ako that there is provision for tem-

porary licenses, and the very class of
people we want to keep liquor away from
are catered for under this heading. These
licenses are invariably granted in connec-
tion with fairs, military encampments,
races, regattas, cricket matches, and all
forms of entertainment, where the young
people go. The only other objection to
the Bill that I see at present is in connec-
tion with some of the clubs. There is no.
objection to clubs being licensed but the
clause will he quite unworkable as fEar
as some clubs are concerned. For instance,
lake the turf clubs throughout the State.
Clause 133 provides "No liquor shall be
sold or supplied by or on behalf of a
club in the club premises, and no liquor
shall be kept in or upon such premises
unless such liquor is sold or supplied to a
member of such club, or is supplied to a
visitor in the presence and at the expense
of a member thereof." Turf clubs do not
sell liquor at any time; the only liquor
that they kecp is a little to give away, and
under this clause it will be necessary for
them to be registered, and if they were
registered they could not carry ont the
provisions of this Act because they are
not clubs within the meaning, of the mea-
sure. I think it will be necessary to make
some kind of provision so that turf clubs
may be put beyond the scope of the Bill.

Ron. W. Patrick: They would occupy-
the same position as pnvate persons.

Hon. Sir E. U. WITTENTOOM: Ex-
actly the same.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: A turf club would
come in as a club under this measure.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: A turf
club does not keep liquor for sale or for
profit. Having made these few remarks
I do not intend to take tip the time of the
House any longer. It is not my inten-
tion to attempt to ameind this Bill or to,
endeavour to bring it into keeping with
the views I have enunciated. I have only
stated that I thought it would have gone
much further and endeavoured somewhat
to cope with the undoubted evils of
drink. I shall leave it to the younger
members, those who are more enthusiastic
than 1 am, to make amendments on the
lines that T hare suggested, and I can
only l1-ibl- that they will he qnressful-
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If anyone moves amendments in the direc-
tions which I have intimated I shall be
very glad to support them. I have much
lleasure in supporting the second reading
of the Bill.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East) : I
have listened with great interest to the two
preceding speakers. The former struck
me as a somewhat new kind of local
optionist. The weight of his introduc-
tion was directed against certain sinners
tin the temperance side who were abusing
drink and so on. The demands of the
temperance people ia connection with this
Bill, and which the Government set out
with very good intentions to meet, have
nothing to do with abusing drink or abus-
ing the trade in drink. It was purely to
eozifer upon the people the right to say
whether they should have fewer licenses,
more licenses, or no licenses at all. I
.submit, that such a demand is on purely
democratic grounds and cannot reason-
ably challenge any condemnation. I hold
that the Government, in the Bill as
introduced, set out to give an effective
system of local option. In doing so they
propose wore or less to consolidate the
licensing laws, and to amend a num-
'ier of the provisions of the general
laws, but the main object, and the object
which I say they very fairly interpreted,
was to confer upon the people of the
State the privilege of local option. I
congratulate the Colonial Secretary on
the very fair and lucid speech which he
made in introducing the second reading.
I did not quite expect him to go so frankly
into the matter, that is to say. I did not
cxpeet him to enlarge quite so freely upon
its non-party and non-ministerial char-
acter, but for all that I hope that the
Government will stand strongly by the
main principles of the Bill.

The Colonial Secretary: They are stand-
ing by the Bill as a whole but not to ail
of the details.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: I hope that the
position is that the Government will stand
by all that is good in the Bill and that
they will accept any amendment
wvhich will have the effect of making
the operation of the principle of local op-
tion more effective. Then if the Minister
will take that ground I am satisfied that

this House will be with him. and that
we shall all try to make the Bill as per-
fect as possible. I recoignise among the
strong features of the Bill, first, the exclu-
sion of the gallon license. I differ from
the last sp~eaker on that (question. The
gallon license has been a power for en-
couraging drink in circles where before it
(lid not exist. Numbers of people who
would not go to thle hotels to drink have
,gone to the groeer and obtained liquor
there in the lame of drink. su2ar. or
kerosene. I am, sure that the Bill
has been improved by the striking out of
the g-allon license; I would go further and
strike out the two-gallon licenses, except
as applying to breweries. I hold it is an
uindesirable thing, first to license a re-
g-ular house for the vending of liquor,
subjecting the holder of the license to in-
spcctit and surveillance, and then along-
side to give power to a number of rrocers
to sell without inspection or surveillance.

The Colonial Secretary: You are ziving-
a monopoly to the publican.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Except with re-
gard to the spirit merchants and brewers
I would give the monopoly to the publi-
can. The testimony of people everywhere,
people who like Sir Edward W"ittennomi
have had to do with the actual facts of
moral life-experienced people, as
against the opinions of amateurs-whot
have had to tight the battle on behalf of
others, and all these experienced people
say that the gallon license has been a
curse and that the Bill is greatly' ima-
proved by striking out this form of
license.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: I was remarking
that the main demand for this measure
was that the principle of local option
should be effectively embodied, and that
the Government whilst making an effort
to do that had also proposed to congoli-
date the law. I had gone on to remark
on some of the good features broug-ht
into that consolidation as apart from the
local option part of the Bill. I shall
continue that line of remark for a few
minutes, and then I shall deal with the
question whether the Bill, as we now find
it, gives us effective local option. The
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first good point I mentioned was one
challenged by a previous speaker, that of
the deletion of the gallon license. I sup-
p01 ted that deletion. A still more im-
portant good feature is the effective pro-
vision made in the Bill for restricting
i-lubs to their legitimate purpose. The
hol-ii club is one of the worst things one
canl imagine, a regular soaking- house, shut
omut from poilee surveillance, in which a
number of -men get together, drink all
the day and all the night, especially onl
Sunday, and share the profits. That is
n fair description of a bogus club. Tiiis
Bill effectively closes the boguis club, and
for that it is to Ie welcomed. Auotl.,er
good point is the effective restriction on
the presence of children within the pre-
cincta of the bar; children under -16 years
of atre are not allowed, under this, Bill,
wvithin the precincts of a bar, but I would
like the Minister to explain vwhaL Onl earth
is mneant by the exception, "except during
the hours of closing." What on eat-Ii do
these words mean? Do they mean that
while the act of closing up the bar is pro-
meeding anl unfortunate wife may bring
her children with her to fetch her husband
honmc. or is it had English for expressing
the timie duringl which the bar is closed.
How'ever the itention of the Govern-
ment is effectively to keep child-ren righbt
away f rom the drink traffic; that is an
excellent feature of the Bill. The Bill
wa - evidentlyv dr-awn with anl honest de-
sire to meet thle best sentiments of to-
day onl the licensing question, and
genierally speaking. I think the Mini-
ster is very greatly to be commended for
the Hill as he introduced it, or rather,
for the intentions displayed in the Bill
as he introduced it. Now I come to the
vital matter of this debate. Will this
Bill, as it is now before us, give effective
local option? I say straight out, it will
not. Here are two provisions; one is that
the poll must be taken on a quiet day
and nobody will bother much about it.
The local option poll is divorced from the
proper day for any test of public opinion,
the day of a general election. Why on
earth has the local option poll bee%% sepa-
rated from the general election?

Several members: You would confuse
the )--sue.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: What a lot of
simpletons our electors must be if they
cannot carry in their minds whether -they
will have Bob Smith or Bill Jones as a
member, and whether they will have the
hotels or not? Why should they mix these
two things? I wouild like to believe that
bhat is the only reason, or want of reasot
for this provision. Befoire the Minister
came in I asked, why is the local option
poll to be taken on a day different from.

-t eneial election.
The Colonial Secretary: ceause you

wold( confuse the issue.
Hon. J1. F. (CULLEN: That is just thle'

armwer I hald--
Hon. 1). 0. Gawler: Afl over the-

Chamber.
Hon. J. F. CJULLEN; I have 'had that

answer from two or thr-ee hon. members-
who have had very lit-tle to do with elec-
tions.

The Colonial Secretary: This was fixed
on1 Thie advice of men who had a great
deal to do with eleetions, such as the
Prime 'Minister of New Zealand.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The average
elector is not quite such a simpleton as
to (have these two very diverse issues
confused in ]lis mind. Are they afraid
that they will pronounce Bob Smith, a
publican, or Bill Jones, a temperance
man? Surely the average elector to-day
who has got to face far more serious
conundrums than this will not get In-
volved. We have quite recently legislated
that he shall not only pick between the,
one man and another, but that he shall
pronounce on the varying qualifications.
of four or five, or half a dozen men. Any
man who can do that, can vote his elec-
tion ticket, and then take up his entirely
separate local option ballot. Surely the
main object is to get a reflection of the.
views of the whole people, not of a few.
When are you likely to get the whole'
people to come and rote?

Hion. J. F. CULLFS: Are you not
likely to get a greater ntumber of them-
when the people are worked uip on a
great political issue; that is the time to.
get it; general election day ise the day
to get the fullest 'reflection of the mind
of the people. Only a man who is afraid
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of eliciting the fullest declaration niced
hesitate to put the local option poll on
the general election day. The question
of expense has also to be weighed. What
will the local option poll throughout the
State cost? Anything between £10,000
and £C15,000, and why should £10,000 to
£15,000 be gratuitously thrown a-way?
And that is the smallest part of the ex-
pense, the part that the State has -to bear;
the worst -part of the expense is the loss
of time an the part of the voter, at a busy
season of the year; interruption of work
that may not mean simply loss of a day,
but may in addition put a man seriously
back in the year's work, Is that a
rational proposition to expect of a busy
man. a farmer, a mniner, a Bullfinch
investor? Is it a rational proposition?
When there is no political issue on, will
men drop their work and go to the .poll 9

The Colonial Secretary: Then the
people will not take an interest in it.

Eton. J. F. CUILLEN: Not necessarily,
you might as well say a man does not
take an interest in his wife an-d children,
in their health. The House knows very
well that a -thing that can be done better
on one day, if divided between two days
will prejudice some part of ithe -duty.

Honm. J. W. Kirwan: The Bill provides
for a local option poll every thbree yea=.
There may be an election every 12 months.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: There is little
diffilculty in getting over -that. -i't would
be very easy to provide that if a general
election happened-it has not happened
often in this State at all events-in less
than a year of a previous general elec-
tion, -that the local option poll shall go
on to the next; there is no difficulty in
arranging for these rare accidents.

Han. Mt. L. Moss: We have thad a gen-
eral election within a year; when the
Daglish Government- went out of office.

Hon. J. F. CUJLLEN: Just once in the
history of the State. So rare an occur-
rcee could be provided for in the mna-
chineryv of the Bill. I am pointing out
the regular course. If you fix the
local option poll on a quiet day it will be
a great difficulty -to get a fair reflection
of the views of the people.

Hon:. M. L. Moss: What is your sug-
gestion if an election comes within a year
or 18 monthls?

Hion. J. F. CULLEN: Let it go on to
thle ziert.

The Colonial Secretary: That would he
4Y2 years.

Hon. J. F. CUILLEN: But another
general election might come within 12
monthls. Why should you assume the
next Parliament would necessarily run
its ordinary course? The Bill provides
on the one hand that the election mint
be on a quiet day. Alongside that it pro-
vides that a minimum of 30 per cent. is
necessar~y to carry anl issue.

The Colonial Secretary:-That is only
as regards reduction and no-license. A
simple majority will carry the others.

Hon J. F. CULLEN: Reduction or no-
license or restoration of licenses; on these
three important issues there must be 30
per cent. 'to make an effective vote, and
that 30 per cent. must be dragooned to
thle poii onl a quiet day.

Hon D. G. Gawler: Or local option
fails if you cannot get them there.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: If we legislate
an impossibility and it cannot be met, is
it a fair thing to retort, "You are not in
earnest, you fail to meet an impossibility,
therefore you are not in earnest"? That
would be a flue way for a practical man
to talk. I make bold to say that if the
Minister will face this consideration be
-will agree with me. We cannot hope to
get 30 per cent. of the voters on the roll
on a quiet day on any issue;- the thing is
utterly beyond hope.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Then things will re-'
main as they are.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Exactly. We
place anl impossibility before the people.
It is like saying to a man who is tied up,
"There is a meal in front of you; if yon
do not eat it you cannot be hungry."

Rhou. W. Patrick: Why is he tied up?

Hon J. F. CULLEN: We are tying the
voter up, we are tying the reformer up),
we are saying to himF, "You must take a
quiet day and bring up 30 per cent- of
the voters, to the poll."
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Hon. Ml. L. M.%oss:- You cannot call it
impossible. You may say the people are
apathetic, but that is all you can say.

Hon. J. F. CULLsEN: I am speaking
in the light of the experience of election-
eering history. When do we succeed in a
scattered electorate on a most exciting is-
sue in getting 30o per cent,?. Here and
there we may do it, hut it is by no means a
common thing, and then it is only when
the whole country is seething, when the
whole country has its mind upon one great
issue, and the people say, "We will give
up our one day's work in three years and
go to vote for this election." But is it
reasonable to expect it on a single social
issue such as the temperance questioni
I say it is utterly unreasonable. I cannoot
believe for a moment that the Minister
wilt deliberately mock tempecrance reform-
ers by putting this double dilemma. before
tbem-"You must take a quiet day when
nobody is think-ing politically, and you
mast diragoon 30 per cent, before you get
an effective vote."

The Colonial Secretary: Yes, to deprive
the district of any licenses.

Hon. J. F. CIThLEN: Or to restore
them.

The Colonial Secretary: It is the same
thing, but it does not apply to any others.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Legislators are
not here to waste time puttingl on the stat-
ute-hook what they know is impossible.
It is practically an imposibility. I say on
a general election day if we cannot get 30
per cent. to rote let the issue go. If we can-
not get 30 per cent, on a general election
day to carry an issue, then it is quite a
fair thing to say, "All right, you must
-work uip ynr interests a little more"; but
to put the poll on a non-election day and
to expect it I say is playing with the
Bill. If the Bill is to be divorced
from general election day then some-
thing like 15 per cent, will be
ample. I want to point out this
feature of the case that probably the
Minister overlooked. It is easier to run
a race if you have a competitor, than
to have a man running a dead race with
no one to inspire him. Now what will
happen on either of these issuest If the
local optionists are fighting the carrying

of no-license and they are strong in any
district, they are the only people who will
go to the poll. The others will stay
away. They will say, "We will not put
fire into tliat contest; we will stay away
mid let the other fellows run alone, and
that will kill their ardour." It is an im-
portant point I am sure the MXinister has
overlooked. When the local optioniats
are trying to carry Resolution D, they
will have to run alone where they are
atron-. On 1tle other hand, where the
oilier side want to carry an issue, if they
are strong the local optionists; will stay
away and] let them run alone. We have
to estimte what arc the probabilities of
running- a one man race on a quiet day
for a "oeial question. Do we think] we
will get .]0 per cent. ? The thing w~ill
never he done. In Committee [ shlall

try' to get the local option pol1 on general
election day. This is the only day when
it will cost nothing, as against cosrinir the
State Z10,000 to £15,000 on any, other
dlay and costing thle pepeperhaps,
double that amount by Lnter~ptionl to
their business. Failing my securing that,
this 30 per cent. must come down to just
sufficient to guarantee a thoughtful vote.

Hon. .1. W. Kirwan: What objection is
there to having the bench elected on the
same day as the Assembly 1poll?

Hon J. F. CULTEN: The hon. gentle-
mnan is trying to help my arg~ument by
pointing outt that the Bill provides that the
election of licensing hoards, a name better
than licensing court-,, is to he on the same
day, as the licensing 1)o1l. That would add a
little interest, but at the same time there
is no reason -why the -whole three issues
should not he on the one day, and I ven-
ture to predict there wtill be few failures
to selparate the different issues. Now
there is another serious difficulty from
my point of view with regard to the pro-
visions for the local option poll. It is
prnovided that it cannot be touched till
1921L That, of course, was not the orig-
inal intention of the Ministers. They
p~rovided what to my mind seemed a
rational way of operating that poll, by
providing a system of trade insurance--not
compensation, but trade insurance. Where
any offence can arise to any temperance
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convictions in that trade insurance for
the life of me I cannot see. It is greatly
to he regretted that the provision for
trade insurance was struck out of the
Bill, and I should be inclined to move for
its return, but that the proper way to
support the Minister in this Bill is not
to run the risk of having the Bill de-
layed. I submit that, if there is no trade
insurance to cov'er the loss of the mall who
loses his license summarily, there must be
a reasonable time notice; but I cannot see

- bvy the same term should be fixed for re-
duction as for no-license. Why should
it be necessary to postpone the question
until 1921? Every member admits there
are numbers of houses crying out for
closing. I remember some years ago
travelling through a little goldields town
where there were about 12 inhabitated
houses, four of them being public houses.
The explanation was that the town bad
once been booming, and these four houses
did a roaring trade, but the town went
away. But none of the four public
houses would leave, each waited for the
other three to close. Sturely in a ease
like that it would be a merciful interposi-
tion for some legislation to come in and
say, "Close up three of them." All the
poor licensees could hope to live on were
the takings from the prospectors who
would come in and crush tteir little find-
ings. They would crush their little find-
ings and knock down their cheques in one

*or other of the houses or perhaps im-
partially in the four. That seemed the only
possibility that thiese four houses had
of maintaining an existence. Three of
these houses, or better still the whole four,
ought to be closed. Now why should
"reduction" be postponed until 1921?
Is it likely that the operation of
the reduction principle would close
the best houses? First, the reduc-
tion vote will close the least fit,
the houses that perhaps ought never
to have been opened, or which at
least should have been closed years ago.
Then surely there is no need to wait till
1921 for thatl I would strongly recom-
mend the Minister to make the period be-
fore "reduction" about five years; cer-
tainly we might safely begin to reduce
after five years' time.

The Colonial Secretary: Ten years is
the shortest period adopted in any other
State.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Dhat is for "no-
license"; "reduction" is entirely different.
"Reduction" would deal with the houses
that have no warrant to be there. I sub-
mit that no injustice would be done if
"reduction" wvere made operative after
five years' -time. With regard to "no-
license," I think the year 1921 affords
perlisap unnecessary grace, in view of
what we know will be Vhe operation of the
system. Hon. members may ask "How
can we know." We know human nature,
we know the conditions of tfie State; if
this wvere an old country like England
where perhaps the population has reached
its maximum --

Hon. WV. Patrick: It is increasing by
700,000 a year.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: And decreasing
by pretty much the same.

Hon. AV. Patrick: No.
Hon. J. F. CULLEN: It is going to

(lecrease faster. because we are going to
attract as many of the ])opulation as we
can get. We kin that even if we fixed the
(late at seven years the operations of the
law will be this: it will take one or two,
or perhaps tlhree ballots, to educate the
people on the question. If I were an
owner or lessee of a decent hotel to-
morrow I would have no fear of its being
closed within the life of any member
of the Chamber. If, I say, our popula-
tiont had increased to its maximum, and
the temperance workers said "Well there
are too many hotels and that snrplusage
cannot be reduced through increased popu-
lation," it would be different; but what the
intelligent elector would say in the pre-
sent circuimstances is, "Our population is
gr owing every day, and if we at onee
stop t'he increase of licenses then the pre-
sen-t surplusage will work itself out
through the growth of population." And
I know that the decent law-abiding hotel-
keeper to-day has a pretty long lease of
life, even with the fullest operation of
the local option law. In any ease it will
take one or two polls to educate the people
before -a single house will be closed. If
we were to start "reduction" in five years,
I mean the permission to reduce in five
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years, and the permission to vote "no-
license," if so inclined, in seven years, I
would have no fear 'that any injustice
w-ould be done. Bu~t I do think the houses
that ought to have been wiped out long
ago would then be wiped out. Now on
this question I 'have tried to hold the
scales fairly between the temperance
worker aind 'the man whD lies invested
money in the trade. I Recognise that if
the temperance workers had drafted the
Bill it would haive been a very different
measure; but howvever gqod such a Bill
might have been, it would hardly have
reflected the average mind of the State
to-day. I recognise that the Government
have tried to interpret the average mind
of the State to-day, and with the ex-
ception of those two or 'three particulars
which I have pointed out. I think they
have fairly interpreted thne average mind
of to-day. Aly temperance friends say
"Oh the license is for 'a year and a year
only." So are our auctioneers' licenses,
so are the certificates for every factory.
But custom and uise have been 'accepted
as quite suifficient guarantee that the man
who obeys the law will get his renewal. I
think it is a moot question as to its being
mandatory by the statute. Use and cus-
tomn are quite sufficient for the 'honest man.
I hold it is beside the question to repeat
over and over again that the-4icense is for
a year and a year only. I say it is for a
year with the understanding of renewal
tinder the use and custom of a
generation past. We have made the
law, the trade has grown up under
the law and the tradesman who
keeps the law has the righit to rely on
use and custom. The Government, I
think, have fairly tried to interpret the
average mind, and I trust that the tem-
perance workers, and those who desire to
see the trade fairly dealt with, will
come together and try to make ef-
fective the system of local option.
I want to repeat that local option
is not necessarily an attack on any
trade or on anybody's convictions. Local
option is a system whereby 'the advancing
sentiment of 'the people may find effeet
through the poll. It is a system whereby
you do not need every year to alter the
law to bring it up with the advancing

public sentiment, but under which 'the vote
of the district can carry the administra-
tion of, the law along with the growth of
that sentiment. I say in that respect
local option is not only a purely demo-
cratic principle, but it is a sound. eco.
tiomic principle, and we should all try
to give it such effect in this Bill as will
leave ino handicap for the temperance
worker, but give him a fair opportunity,
and at the same time inflict no injtistie
on the tradesman who is obeying- the law.
I think the Bill can be made a fairly ef-
fective measure by lion, members acme-
in', to sink extreme views and to leave
free channels for advancing public .cnti-
men t.

Hon. E. AleLARTY (South-West) :I
shiall not take uip the time of the House
for many minutes. Hon. members who
have preceded me have Prefaced their
remarks by touching on the moral aspect
of the Bill, and I can asstu-e you, if I can
do anything to lessen intemperance, I
shall work heart and soul for that object.
I intend to refer to a few of the principal
clauses in the Bill. In regard to local
option, it may be a very good thin,-, but
I am not such a firm believer in that prin-
ciple as many appear to be. Mly exper-i-
ence of taking a poll, at all events in
scattered districts, is that one man gener-
ally leads the van and gets the majority
of votes. People are ready to sign peti-
tions for any mortal thing, and I think
very often injustice will he done under
local option. However, I know it has
been adopted in other parts of the world
and it may be the right thing to try it
here. Another matter that scarcely ineets
with my approval is the alteration of the
gallon license provision. Mr. Cullen has
expressed the opinion that the issue of
gallon licenses leads to intemperance, and.
that many people avail themselves of that
opportunity of securing drink. I think
it is better to be able to get pure liquor
from the merchants than to get, in some
instances, liquor not so good from hotels.
I cannot see that it in any way leads to
intemperance; because if a person wvants
to get drink and cannot get it from a
merchant he will avail himself of other
opportunities. I think it is a convenient
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form of license, especially in country dis-
tricts, where many people are not given
to intemperance. I have never been a
drinking man myself, but I do occasion-
ally get a gallon of spirits from the mer-
chants. I do not want to get two galons;
I cannot afford to pay for two gallons.
One is quite sufficient, and I see no reason
why that alteration should have been
made. The fact that a person is able to
buy a single galnwill not lead to in-
temperance any more than if he were
compelled to buy two gallons.

Hon. WV. Kingsmill: If he has to buy
two gallons he will drink two.

Hon. E. _MeLAR.TY: I am in favour
of the law remaining as it is. With re-
gard to the question of Sunday trading,
this is a very big problem, and one about
which I find some difficulty in making
uip my mind. If I could consult my own
wishes I would certainly close uip every
hotel on Sundays. I think six days quite
sufficient for people to have the privilege
of drinking and spending their money on
drink, but I fully realise the outcry there
will be if this system is adopted. We
know that people going excursions on
Sunday, as hundreds of people do, require
refreshments, and they will find it a great
hardship if, on coming to a roadside inn
or hotel, they discover they are deprived
of the privilege of having a glass of beer,
or whatever other liquor they may require.
I think it is carrying the thing too far to
say that a man shall not be allowed to get
a glass of beer on Sunday if he is in need
of it while travelling. Therefore I think
it requires great consideration. The exist-
ing law prohibits the sale of liquor alto-
gether on Sundays. What is the result?
I can say from my own experience that
there is more drunkenness in the place on
Sundays than on the other six days of the
week. I myself have more trouble with
my own servants on Sunday than during
all the rest of the week. Every man is
paid his wages on Saturday night, and
from those of them given to intemperance
I have a great deal of annoyance on the
Sunday through their coming on my pre-
mises drunk at all hours on that day. I
see no attempt being made to stop this
practice, for I find people passing in

and out of the hotels five or six abreast
on the Sundays. I have been compelled
to discharge men whose services I valued.
rather than have them drunk about the
place on Sundays. All thNgs considered
it would] be just as well to permit the
hotels to be open for an hour or so im
Sundays as to prohibit them and have
t hem breaking the law. However, if 1
consulted my own wishes I would have
no Sunday trading and no drinking at
all on that day; but I feel that if that
point were carried it would lead to a good
deal of dissatisfaction on the part of die
general public. I agree with the gentle-
man who spoke first this evening, that the
consideration seems to have been mostly
for the extreme teetotaller, and the gen-
eral public, to some extent, have been
left out of the question altogether. We
want, if possible, to strike the happy
medium between the two; therefore, I
find myself in a difficulty in making up
my mind as to what is the best to be done
in regard to Sunday trading, which I
regard as one of the most important
operations of the Bill. In regard to the
constitution of the licensing bench, I am
entirely opposed to it being elective.
I think it is a most absurd suggestion and
ought not to be put into the Hill at all.
The matter has been very forcibly pot
by previous speakers, and I agree with
thiem that it is far better to have a nomi-
nated bench than an elective bench. If
an amendment to that effect is proposed
I will support it; if not, I will move an
amendment myself. In regard to wine
licenses, I have had this matter forcibly
brought before me for a considerable
time past, and I broughbt forward a
motion in this House last year regarding,
the scandalous state of things in the
southern districts, where, in many parts,
the people were not only selling colonial
wine at their own places where it vsn
made, but were putting up tin shanties in
different parts oif the country miles away,
and were following up Government works
with disastrous results. I am sorry thatt
that motion has had no effect, for the
same thing is going on to-day. They are
not only selling it at their own vineyards,
hut they are putting it into casks and
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ca rrying itaong the railwvay line and
sellui, i wholesale. I do not know
whether the police have any power to pre-
vent it; they say they have Riot.

The Colonial Secretary: the owner of
a vineyard can do that tinder the present
Act.

Hon. E. MeLARTY: I hope that the
Act will not be allowed to continue in
that form, because if it is it will be no0
use iisuing licenses at all. Again, a mail
who holds a general publican's license call
load tip his cart with a week's supply of
liquor, take it into the country, and di -
pose of it as lie thinks fit. This is all
injunstice to other hotels and it should tiol
be allowed.

Hon. W. Patrick: It is against the law.
11011. E. MeLARTY : 'A good maniy

things are allowed which are against tile
lawv. but I trust that before this Bill
passes through the House there will be
sonie restrictions inserted so that thlose
who aie making colonial winle call only
sell it onl tile premises where it is made.
Then there is the matter of State control.
I am 11ot one whlo favours State control.
1 think is is not a right thling- for the Gov-
el-inment to mun retail businesses; they
might just as well run hntclhers' shops
auid grocers' shops as anything- else. I
conitenld that hotels should be licensed to
pr-ivate inldividtials anid run tinder proper
restrictions.

Hon1. J. AV. Kirwan: Thle Owalia hotel
is the best conlducted hotel in the State.

Hon. I, MecjARTY: No doubt it is
well c-onducted, and I admoit that if there
is one retail enterprise which the Govern-
ment are justified in going into, it is in
the liquor traffic. At the same time I
think it would be better to grant licenses
to'nmen of repute. and those men should
be kept uip to the letter of the law. I
have nothingimore to say, but I intend to
watch this Bill as it goes through Coma-
mnittee. There are several amiendments
that are very necessary, and I hope that
when the measure leaves this Chamber it
will be so improved that it wvill be accept-
able to another place, and to the public
generally.

Holn. J. 31. DREW (Central) : The
Colonial Secretary,. in his second reading

speech, was careful to impress upon the
House that this is not a party measure
It seems to me that the question as
to'wiletliel this is a patty nmeasure
or not should have no concernl for
this C'hamber,. and will not be given a
moment's consideration by lion, members.
What is likely to engage thle attention of
the House is whether the measure is a
good one, or whether it is possible to
improve upon it. Now the correct iuter-
pretatio~n of the Colonial Secretary's re-
marks, it app~ears to me, is that the Gov-
ernmfenit have no fixed views oil the liquor
questionl, and that the leader of the House
is prepared to accept the determiintions
of this Chamiber, no mlatter what those
(determninations might be.

The Colonial Secretary: I have to do
that Onl anly Hill.

11on. J. 21N. DREW: That the liquor
question is a party question aiid a very
promnlent party question wvas, I thought,
unversallv admitted. We lia'e only to re-
call the g-eneral electionl. alid we will dis-
cover ample evidence of the existence of
two parties, one opposed to all restric-
tions oil the trade, and the other deter-
niaiied to create and restrain and, if pos-
sible, obliterate the trade altogether. I
am surprised, indeed, that the Govern-
ment do not regard legislation of this
character as a vital part of their policy;
but I feel certain from the attitude which
the leader of tile House has taken up, that
lie will he quite prepared to accept meekly
any amndments which hon. members may
make.

The Colonial Secretary: You are put-
ting words iinto my mouth which I never
used.

Hon. J. M1. DREW: It seems to me
that there is very little in the way of re-
form in the Bill. The principle of com-
pensation by the trade has been entirely
deleted, and the vote on Ional option has
been deferred until 1920, or to be exact,
until April, 1923, because not till that
date wilt people be able to vote in regard
to increase, reduction, or no-license. This
has been rendered necessary by the re-
moval of the provisions for monetary
compensation. I think it would be far
better if provision were made for mone-
tary compensation, in order that there
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might be effective control of the liquor
traffic with the least possible delay. I do
not say that the compensation should
eome from the public funds; it should
come from the trade itself, and I think
the suggestion of Sir Edward Wittenoom
is worthy of consideration, that the Gov-
ernment -would do well if they advanced
£200,000 or so to bring about local op-
tion and make provision for the trade
to pay thie amount back. As it is there
,vill be no effective control of the liquor
traffic until 1923. 1 notice that the one-
gallon license has been removed, and that
the two-gallon licenses and spirit mer-
chant's licenses -have been all]owed to re-
main. The one-gallon license was removed
I 'believe, because it was suspected that
that form of liense had been very grossly
abused, yet we allow the two-gallon
license and the spirit merchant's license to
remain. Now, all the recent holder of a
gallon license has to do is to apply for a
two-gallon license, and also a spirit mer-
chant's license, and if he Was unscrupulous
enough before to abuse his license surely
he will not mend his ways under this
Bill. I do not think it is wise to delete
gallon licenses;, by so doing we will drive
a number of people into hotels and, in
my opinion, the hotels are the worst fea-
tures of the liquor trade. With their al-
lurements they tempt many people to
drink, and hy preventing worl-ig peo-
p~le from getting small quantities of
liquor in their homes we will drive them
into the hotels. This must have a bad
effect, and it seems to me that the last
condition will be worse than the first. I
notice that in Clause 9 females are classed
with lunatics and criminals, and are not
eligible for a seat on the licensing bench.
That I regard as an insult to the women
of the Country. It is a matter which should
be left to the electors. I do not think that
many women would aspire to a seat on
a licensing bench, but if any did, why not
allow them to go to the poll and leave it to
the electors to deeidel One gentleman who
should he disqualified, but who has a
special subelause inserted to secure his
eligibility, is the gentleman who is in-
terested in breweries. Paragraph 2 of
the proviso to Clause 9 reads: "Provided
that no person shall be disqualified by

reason only of his bei-ng a shareholder ini
an incorporated company interested in the
manufacture of liquor or holding or iil-
tending to hold by its agent a license uin-
der this Act." A woman is not eligible,
but a man who has a controlling- interest
iii a brewery holding licenses uinder the
Act may be elected to the board. This
creates a position which is not at all de-
sirable, and I shall oppose that subelatuse
when it comes up for consideration. In
regard to permitting hotels to remain
open till 11.30, 1 am of opinion that that
is an unduly late hiour. I believe it is
quite necessary in Perth, and probably
ailso in Fremantle; but it seems to ine that
10 o'clock is a sufficiently late hour for.
country places. If a workman visits an
hotel after tea, and remains there up till
10 o'clock he is not likely to have inure
liquor than is good for him, but if hie re-
mains after that hour he will probably
drink too much -and will not he able to go
to work next dlay. I think that clause
should be altered to 10 o'clock for coun-
try, places, although probably the hour
could be left at 11.30 for Perth and Fre-
man tle. I am gla4 to see that the licensing
banch is to he largely elective. I quite
agree that the magistrate shou~ld be ai
member of that hoard, but I also hold
that the two other members shouild be
elected. Popular control would he SLich
only in name if we had a nominated
boarid. We have heard several suggeslions
to-night that the Bill should he amended
and provision made for a6 nominated
board; hut we hare had 'a nominated
board in the State for many years, and
we have to-day many licenses that should
not be in existeiire at all. If it is a nomi-
nated hoard the board will he the nominee
of the Government of the day. If that
Government is strongly in sympathy with
the temperance party the board will he
chosen from the ranks of the temperance
party. If it is a Govern ment whose sym-
pathies are with the liquor trade the
board, it is only natural to suppose. will
be chosen from those whose sympathies
lie in that direction. If you throw the re-
sponsibility on the people, the people will
be alone to blame if they make a wrong
or injudicious selection. The people may
act injudiciously in their selection, buit in
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the end I think they will be right. It is
a question whether a Ministry consisting
of six or seven individuals shall appoint
the hoard or whether all the Ipeople of a
])articular district shall be entrusted with
the duty. For my Jpart 1 am prepared to
trust thie p~eople. There are many other
tcatiue that one mright touch upon, hut I
I think theyv will he better left until the
Committee stage i., reached. I hope, des-
pi te its many shortcomings. the Hill wvill
accomplish something it is intended to
accomplish, and 1 hope before it leaves
this flinbcr it "ill he considerably in,-
l)1'4veti in many re4pccts.

Hon. AV. INS LL (Metropoli-
tan) :I do not think that I should have
taken rte opportunity of speaking on the
secood reading of this Bill, which, as
bon. members must realise, is essentially
a Hill to be considered in Committee;
but for the tact that I will not
haive the privilege of other members
of discussing- it when it reaches that
stage, and it having been recognised
that to give a silent vote meanis the cast-
ing of a certain amount of odium or dis-
grate on an bon. member, I think it best
I should express my sentiments on some
portions of the Hill at this stage. The
leader of the House, in introducing the
Bill said that it was not a party Bill, and
the tact of its being before us to-day in
the form iii which we find it is ample evi-
deuce that it is not a party Bill. Had it
been part of thle policy of the present
Government, I venture to say, with the
changes that have occurred in it during
its passage through another place, there
would have been nothing left for the
Government but to have withdrawn it.
The fact of the Bill being here is ample
evidence that it is not a party Hill. At
the same time I must differ from tbe hon.
gentleman who has ,just sat down and
who said that this was a party question.
It may be in the way that the hon. mem-
ber spoke of it, namely, that there were
two strong parties fighting a huge uneon-
scions body, the general public, but these
parties are not co-incident, and I hope
they never will be, with the parties which
in another political arena of this State
are fighting one another for supremacy.

The first difficulty I can see in connection
withI this Bill-and it is one I admit I do.
not see a wvay of eliminatin-is the difti-
culty with regard to proelamatiou of
licensing districts. There is going to be
trouble over this almost as much as over
the fixing of boundaries for political dis-
tricts. However, I suppose that with a
lapse of time and the acquisition of more
experience in this connection, that some.
satisfactory solution will be arrived at.
The next difficulty, which I do see my
way to eliminate if the Committee of this
Chamber think fit to do so, is in canner-
tion with the present proposed constitu-
tion under the Bill of the licensing courts.
I must say I cannot support the idea of
elective courts. 'Mr. Drew said that in
nominee courts, if a Government were in
power wvhich had sympathy with the sel-
lers or traders in liquor, then that Govern-
ment influence would go towards making
a nominee court representative of that
interest. and on the other hand if a Gov-
ernment were found which would have a
preponderating liking for the teetotal
cause, then tJie teetotallers would have
their wayv in the constitution of the court.
If that is so in relation to government,
and, after all, Governments are bodies re-
sponsible to their masters, the people, how
much more so will it be the case in the
licensing districts where the electors are
responsible to no one An elective court
in a licensing district, unless we get pro-
portionate representation, will he a most
tyrannical body, which will represent
undoubtedly either one section of the
community or the other. Any Government
wvho hove any' respect for themselves or
the people must see that the balance of
power is held as equally as; possible by
appointing fair-minded men to the courts.
and that neither side will have a prepond-
erating influence, and that the perhaps
inert body of ratepayers, who sometimes
are not as ready as we could wish them
to be in coming forward to express their
views, shall have adequate representation.
and that the conveniences of the public
are studied before any other matter is
thoughit of. I think, with regard to
the reduction of licenses, Mr. Drew said
that if we had nominee courts in a district
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in sympathy with the liquor traffic, 'we
would never get a reduction. I venture
to say that aspect is taken notice of by
the full measure of local option -which ap-
lears in the Bill itself. The determining
o.f the number of licenses which shall ex-
ist in certain districts is already in the
hands of the people and it will be the
lpeople's own fault if they do not express
a decided opinion on the matter in which
after all they are the masters. I notice
that there is not much alteration in the
matter of the licenses which it is proposed
to grant, hut there is one matter I wish to
call attention to and that is that the Gov-
ernment in f-raining the mnber of licenses
,which are to he granted have dis-
played a kindness-and I hope I shall
be pardoned for -the use of the word kind-
ness-towards one individual in retaining
one hotel license w'hich they might well
continue when they come to the question
of club licenses. It is deemed advisable
to retain the hotel license and hon. memn-
bers know what I mean because a hotel
'is in existence which would be wiped out
of existence if this hotel license were re-
moved. 'When we come to club licenses
we find that the Bill contains such pro-
visions that it will wipe out a club which
has been in existence in this State for a
great number of years and I say that if
this course is to be followed in the case of
a hotel license some consideration should
be extended in the case of clubs. I must
-say that I agree with the view of Mr.
MeLarty with regard -to the provision
that is made for the sale of Australian
-%ines. I think it is a total fallacy to say
it is a step antagonistic to the making of
Australian wine if we limit the sale of
Australian wine to the sale in bulk by the
producer of it. If our Australian wine
industry is to depend for its future upon
the selling of this product in bottles at
the place where it is made, there is a bad
look out for the industry. Hon. members
must agree that the future of this indus-
try lies not in Australia bnt in the old
,country; it is not on local consumption
that the future of the industry depends
but on export. I think it is idle to say
that the selling of a few bottles of
Australian wine where it is made is
going lto encourage the industry which we

hope will become one of the great indus-
tries of the State and of -the Common-
wealth. I cannot help remembering a set
of circumstances which took place some
seven or eight years ago--a murder which
was committed not far from Perth, in con-
nection with which the defence 'was put
forward that the people ArvhG committed
the crime were incited to comimit it by
having bought on the spot where it was
made certain Australian wine. I think
this is sufficient argument against allowing-
the sale of this Australian wine in sing-le
bottles to take piece where the wine is
made. The provision I think is bad, and
I hope it will be wiped oat in Comamittee.
With -regard to two-gallon licenses, there
is a good deal of truth in the contention
that -they appear to have existed in the
past more as a dclield than anything else.
While I might not he quite correct, I say
that the two-gallon license will afford as
much protection as the one-gallon license,
anid if people are going to use a shield of
this sort they will 'have.no more compunc-
tion in using a two-gallon th an they will a
one-gallon license. I must congratulate the
Treasurer on the system he has introduced
in Clause 40-the system of premiums.
It strikes me as being a most ingenious
provision and it 'also strikes mhe blat the
worse the character of ithe applicant for
a license the greater will he the prenitn
which he will offer. If 'the prospective
licensee is only suffi-ciently evil in charac-
ter, goodness knows what financiial pen-
ance he will offer to be all-wed to continue
his existence With regard 'to eompeonsa-
tion I think that the original idea of the
Government that financial compensation
be provided 'by the trade was a logieal one
and one whichwonld satisfy at all events
those members of the trade who -went out
of business. However, it has been struck
out and1 its place taken by the proposition
which as far as I am concerned is a mast
unexpected one. Hitherto when I have
thought of time compensation I have
thought of it in this connection-and what
I think is a fairly reasonable way of
thinking of it-that a poll should be taken
at as early a date as possible, and that
those houses marked out for the ter-
mination of their license should have
their fate conveyed to them by that pall,
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andl that they should know accordingly
wheni they would terminate, so that 'they
may "miake hay while the sun shines." I
thought that was the form time compensa-
tion would take, and I say it is a better
form than that to he found in the Bill.
I cannot understand how it comes about
that the -time for the closing of hotels ihas
been extended to half-past U o'clock. It
seems to be one of those things that
just happen in another place without any
particular reason for it, and I think the
House would he very wise in bringing
back the time to what it is at present.
Mfembers may say that inconvenience is
caused to persons arriving in Perth at a
late hour; that is not so; there are bona
Mie travellers under .the Bill of two sodts,
the bona fide travellers who may 'be served
after hours and the bona fide traveller who
is served on Sundays. The bona fide
traveller whio is served after hours is not,
to the same extent, a distinct species in
the Bill before the House as the man who
slakes his thirst o= Sun-day; be is quite a
different man. So that that excuse for
keeping hotels open until 11.30 disappears
at oice. The man who arrives in Perth
after 11 o&clock has a right to demrand,
and be given refreshment and accommo-
dation of the sort he desires. As to the
other sort of bona fide traveller-the her-
metically sealing of hotels on a Sunday
I do not think is going to succeed. As a
member of the metropolitan district, re-
presenting as I do people who like, and
rightly like, to spend their Sundays in the
surrounding country, I should be doing
wrong to my constituents, leaving out al-
together -the feelings of the people who
keep accommodation houses in -the coun-
try, I should be doing wiroing- to my con-
stituents if I submitted to the hermetically
closing of hotels on Sunday. 'Nobody is
going to keep hotels at public re-
sorts for the purrpose of selling
dinners; it is a kind of conuner-
cial proposition that will not be
done- Furthermore, with regard to the
ories. alleged sometimes 4to occur at these
places, if these orgies do occur that is a
defect, not of the legislation but of ad-
ministration, and it can be easily reme-
died, being an act of administration. I

am not going to support in any way
whatever the -proposition that will have
the effect of practically stopping Sunday
excursions. Some people may say it
would be better if these people stopped
at home on Sunday; -that may be so in
some cases, but what we hare throughout
Australia, 'and what we have -throughout
the British Empire, thank goodness, is
freedom without license, and as long as
a nmans inclination, and this inclination
is a survival of ancestry, takes him out
to the country you may depend upon it it
is better for that man's physical, and per-
haps for his moral welfare, if he follows
that instinct. I shall not stop
him in that direction. I have little,
more to say. I wish to make a
few remarks as to the provisions of
the Bill relating to clubs and it ap-
pears 'to me that, in the first place,
the definition of club that may be regis-
tered as a club tinder the Bill seems to be
unduly restricted. This definition, which
is found in Clause 140, particularly lays
down that a club for registration under
the Bill can only exist for the more frivo-
buts purposes of life; that is a club that
exists for the purpose not of conferring
mutual benefits on members, should be ex-
eluded from the benefits of the Act and
cannot obtain a license as an hotel, and
the members must go -without, what is at
all events one of the allurements of life,
obtaining some kind of liquor ref resh-
ment. I have already pointed out that
one Club in the City, and that club exists
throughout Australia-I am not a mem-
ber of the club and I do not hold a brief
for it, but I think an injustice is being
done to that club if by passing this Bill
we terminate its existence in this State?
when its existence is recognised by similar
legislation in practically every other
Stae in Australia. I think the Govern-
ment would be wise in accepting an
amnendmeant, which may possibly be made
to render it possible for the club I have
already referred to comning into the Bill.
I think with the exceptions I have spoken
of that this Bill will form a fairly satis-
factory mcasure. What I mean to say is
this: if we restore the Bill practically to
the foram the Government introduced it



[20 'Nornonsa, 1010.])32

we sh-all he doing well as a Legislative
Council, and doing well for tbe electors
of Western Australia, but 1 wvould like
to say this at the same time, I consider
the creation of elective courts is un-
doubtedly a step in what I think is the
wrong direction, If these elective courts
are to be found in the Bill as it comes out
of Committee, I shall be reluctantly com-
pelled to vote against the third reading.

On motion by Eon. W. Patrick debate
:adjourned.

BILLS (2)-FIRST REA-DING.
1. Mount Lawley Reserves.
2. Health.
Received from the Legislative Assem-

bly.

BILL- PHARMNACY AND POISONS
ACT COMPILATION.

Bill returned to the Legislative Council
without amendment.

House adjourned at 8.55 p.m.

legislative sembip,
Tuesday, 29th November, 1910.
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The SPEAKZER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-RAILWAY SERVICE,
PINJARRA_-M1ARRI.NUP.

Mr. Q'LOGHLEN asked the 'Minister
for Railways: 1, Will the Government
make an effort to establish a better train
service on the Thnjarra-Mnrrinup Rail-
way? 2, Is the Minister aware that over
a thousand people have recently taken up
their residence in this district? 3, Can
the 'Minister state when a daily train ser-
vice will -be introduced?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, Yes, when the traffic is suffi-
cient to 'warrant it. 2, I believe that a
large number have recently gone to the
district, but am not aware how many. 3,
Inquiries will be made as to the trade and
population of the district with a view to
the providing of such facilities as 'hie
increase may warrant.

QUESTiON-RABBIT DEPART-
MENT INSPECTOR.

Mr. O'LOOKTLEN asked the Minister
for Lands: 1, Has an inspector named
Mr. Hogg been 'appointed in the Rabbit-
proof Fence Department? 2, What ex-
perience or qualifications had he for the
post? 3, Had he ser-ved in the depart-
mrent previously, and if so, for bow long?
4, In the event of no prior service, was
there no employee in the department
qualified and competent to fil1 the posi-
tion I

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, Mr. Hogg has been appointed
a rabbit inspector, but has nothing to do
with the rabbit-proof fence. 2, He has
had years of experience with rabbits in
the Eastern States. 3, Yes, one month.
4, The Chief Inspector of Rabbits con-
sidered him the most suitable man he
could obtain for the post.

QUESTION-SCHOOL ACCOfMO1DA-
'P10h 'COLLIE.

'Ar. SCADDAN (for Mr. A. A. Wil-
son) asked the 'Minister for Education:
1, Rave complaints been made to the
Education Department by the Collie
State school authorities of the inadequate
accommodation supplied to the school
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